
“There remaineth therefore a rest to the
people of God. For he that is entered
into his rest, he also hath ceased from

his.own works, as God did from his. Let
us labor therefore to enter into that rest,
lest any man fall after the same example
of unbelief. For the Word of God is
quick, and powerful, and sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing even to
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit,
and of the joints and marrow, and is a

discerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart. Neither is there any creature
that is not manifest in his sight: but all
things are naked and opened unto the
eyes of him with whom we have to do.”
Hebrews 4:9-13
I want to draw my text out of verse 12, “The

word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit.” One of the
functions of the Word of God is that it is able to
divide asunder, or separate distinctly and clearly,
soul and spirit. You cannot do that intellectually
or philosophically. It takes this blessed Book to
divide them asunder. The Bible is powerful
enough and sharp enough to accomplish it. One of
the functions of the Word of God is to separate



that which is of the soul and that-which is of the
spirit. If we don’t get them separated we will do
many things soulishly which should have been
done spiritually. We will not know the difference
between the spiritual and the soulish. We need the
Word of God to help us in this day and hour with
this problem.

I may be seeing clearer than I used to, but it
appears to me that our churches are being
inundated with soulishness and the spiritual is
being forced out. That would account for much of
the error and the emptiness where our doctrine is
orthodox but our practice is going downhill. We
have operated soulishly, because we did not divide
asunder soul and spirit.

The Bible makes clear in I Thessalonians
5:23 that we are a three-part being, and it lists
them in order of priority. In this prayer of Paul
asking God to preserve the believers it implores,
“..your whole spirit and soul and body be
preserved blameless unto the coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ.” That is about as simple as you can

get, isn’t it? Many people say, “body, soul, and
spirit”. That is how the world sees it, but they
have it backwards. The Bible order is spirit, soul,
and body. We need to understand that order
because the devil operates in the reverse order.
When churches copy the devil’s order - working
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the body, hoping to get to the soul and accomplish
something spiritual - it is no wonder that we have
amess. We have copied the devil’s line ofthought
and tried to sanctify it with right Bible doctrine,
but the practice is all wrong.

I Corinthians 6:19-20 asks, “What? Know
ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and
ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a

price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in
your spirit, which are God’s.” You say, “Wait a

minute. There are only two named there.” That is
right, but there are three. You are to glorify God
in your spirit and in your body. We have a body
with which we are to glorify God. We have a

spirit with which we are to glorify God. We are a

soul. The soul is to use the spirit and the body to
function properly.

I don’t want to get technical, but I want to
promote an understanding of what is right and
what is wrong around us. I Thessalonians lists
spirit, soul, and body. I Corinthians says you, the
soul, need to use your spirit and your body to
glorify God. You need to know how to function in
both realms.

The three are clearly spelled out by what
happens to each at the time of death. When a

person dies, the body lays around several days so
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that everyone can look at it; then we bury it. We
know that is the body, not the person. We know
that, for the believer, absent from the body is
present with the Lord. We know that the lost
person dies and in hell lifts up his eyes, being in
agony and torments, according to the teachings of
the Lord Jesus Himself. So, the person goes either
to heaven or hell; the body goes in the grave; and
according to Ecclesiastes, the spirit returns unto
God who gave it.

The soul, or the person, goes to heaven or

hell. There are many people who would like to
say that everyone goes to heaven because the spirit
goes to God who gave it. No! The lost go to hell,
their spirit goes back to God, and their body gets
left here. When you die you, as a three-part being,
become divided. But God has things prepared for
us over on the other side. We have a tabernacle
not made with hands to care for things until we get
our body back in a resurrected form. The lost
person ends up as a bodiless soul, suffering
torments as if they actually had a body. It is a

frightening thing.
Our body is the agent we use to

communicate and it is what makes us world-
conscious. You have heard of people who say,

“Well, preacher, I may not be there on Sunday, but
I will be with you in spirit.” That is because they
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are taking their body somewhere else. If we don’t
have a person’s body around, we won’t know they
are there. You would not be able to hear me if I
did not have a body and I could not communicate
with you. I am to use my body to glorify God.

I have a spirit that makes me God-
conscious. That is how I communicate with God
and God communicates with me. The spirit has to
do with God.

I am the soul, -that is, self-consciousness.
The soul involves the mind, the personality, the
psyche, and the personal force or personal
magnetism. It gets into the realm of self in the
sense of self-determination, self-control, self-
centeredness, and selfishness. Our souls are not a

pretty sight when you start thinking about what we

are in ourselves.
Satan is unable to operate through the spirit

to get to us; but he can make direct approaches to
the soul, and he does make them through the body.
Analyze how he tempted Eve. It was a double
temptation; it had to do with soul and with body.
There was not anything spiritual about his
temptation.

God approaches us through the spirit. If we

do not know how to operate spiritually we cannot
worship. “God is a spirit: and they that worship
him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” (John
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4:24) We must worship in spirit, not in soul. That
which is of the mind and the intellect and the
emotions and soulishness is false worship; it is not
right worship. That does not mean that you leave
your mind out of it, but it means that is not the
center of your worship. Intellectualism does not
produce right worship. Emotionalism does not
produce right worship. We must worship in spirit
and in truth ifwe are going to worship God.

If we understand soul we will beable:to
better understand the matter of the spirit. We will
let the Word of God start dividing asunder
between soul and spirit.

We have a problem in our part of the
country. We have such soulish efforts and such
soulish worship, that it is producing rottenness in
fundamental circles. Most don’t understand why.
They say, “They have been exposed to the truth.”
But the means by which they were exposed was

soulish. They say that you can use soulish music
with Bible words to accomplish God’s work.
What a strange conglomeration that is! They don’t
understand separating soul and spirit.

Revelation 18:9 talks about the harlot
church and the beast of Babylon, located and
headquartered there in the city of seven hills,
Rome. Not only is there the harlot but also the
mother of harlots, for there are many other harlots
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that are daughters. It is the only religion of
Babylon; we know it as Roman Catholicism with
all the spin-offs that came from it. God never

intended that Rome be reformed - it should have
been rejected all along, and was by true Bible
believers. However, there is going to be a revival
of Rome and its operation, and these harlots that
have spun off will be coming back in. These
ecumenical movements shall succeed, sad to say,
for God already recorded it. It caused John to
marvel when he looked at it. Verses 9-13 read,

“And the kings of the earth, who have
committed fornication and lived
deliciously with her,” (in other words,
they have mixed church and state
together,) “shall bewail her, and lament
for her, when they shall see the smoke of
her burning, Standing afar off for the
fear of her torment, saying, ‘Alas, alas,
that great city Babylon, that mighty city!
For in one hour is thy judgment come.’
And the merchants of the earth shall
weep and mourn over her; for no man

buyeth their merchandise any more: the
merchandise of gold, and silver, and
precious stones, and of pearls, and fine
linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet,
and all thyine wood, and all manner
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vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels
of most precious wood, and of brass,
and iron, and marble, and cinnamon, and
odours, and ointments, and
frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine
flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep,
and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and
souls ofmen.”

She will reintroduce slavery and will barter in
slaves on an international basis. The kings of the
earth will bewail that the one who maintained the
slave trade gets judged. Not only will there be
slavery; but there will also be the souls ofmen that
they own, control, oversee, and use to accomplish
various things.

Slavery is control over men and women’s.
bodies. But here we have control of the souls of
men and women. They own and control them and
can barter in them just as slaves were dealt with in

_ the physical realm. Who in the world is capturing
men’s souls, owning and controlling them, so that
they can sell them off and use them? Think on this
now, because we are moving rapidly ‘into this
realm. Our churches need to be alerted to it
because we operate so soulishly that we are going
to be swallowed up by it.

What can you do if you have 100 souls to
put to work? Under slavery as we knew it in this
































