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BIBLE DOCTRINE
What is Salvation?

I. Absolute Need to be Saved
Salvation is not presented as an option, but
as a requirement. Anything less displeases
God and is SIN.

Heb. 11:5, 6
1. Enoch 'PLEASED GOD". This is the duty of

man and a  purpose for  which we were
created.

2. I t  takes faith to please God. Nothing less
will satisfy Him.

3. There are two requirements for coming to
God in faith:
a) belief in His existence and character
b) belief in His actions of rewarding those

who seek Him
4. Belief must be genuine.
5. Seeking must  b e  diligent, sincere, and

continuous.
6. The issue is pleasing God, not pleasing man.
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Acts 4:12
1. " We  must be SAVED."
2. This is not a suggestion, but a necessity.

John 3:7
1. "Ye must be BORN AGAIN."
2. Another term to describe salvation, yet still

a requirement.
3. Absolutely needed to see the Kingdom of

God (John 3:3).
4. Must have it to enter the Kingdom of God

(John 3:5).

Gal. 6:15
1. Only becoming "a NEW CREATURE" avails

anything.
2. All of religion, religious acts, and religious

ties are of no value apart from this change.
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Eph. 2:1
1. We need to be "QUICKENED" or made alive.
2. Without this we are still dead in our sins —

lost and in need of salvation.
3. Have y o u  b e e n  saved, b o r n  again,

quickened, made a new creature? Do you
please God?

I Cor. 2:14
1. We need t o  be spiritual, — changed t o

something beyond a "natural man".
2. We need God's change so that we can

receive the things o f  the "Spirit of God"
through discernment.

3. This is a result of salvation, not education,
intellect, or culture.

Jer. 13:23
1. Only a supernatural change can produce a

sufficient change of behavior.
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2. Self change is never adequate.

Jer. 17:9, 10
1. Our hearts are corrupt by nature.
2. Only God fully knows our heart.
3. HE will reward us according to HIS analysis

of our heart.

Luke 13:3, 5
1. Perishing is the alternative to repenting.
2. Jesus held to the necessity of repentance.

Luke 24:47, 48
1. All nations a re  t o  hear  t h e  message

preached by us.
2. This message is two-fold:

a) Repentance of sins
b) Remission of sins

3. There is a need for the sinner to have his
sins removed from him.
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Matt. 3:1, 2
1. John the Baptist preached repentance.
2. The availability of the Kingdom of Heaven

requires repentance.
3. Jesus preached the identical message in

Matt. 4:17.

Mark 6:12
1. Jesus sent the 12 out to preach repentance.
2. This message was an obligation, not  an

option.

Acts 26:20
1. Paul preached the necessity of repentance.
2. This message was given to both Jews and

Gentiles.
3. Turning to God follows repentance (turning

from sin).
4. There are specific works that evidence true

repentance (II Cor. 7:11).
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John 3:16-18
1. To not believe is to be condemned already.
2. Jesus came to save us from our condemned

condition.

John 3:36
1. Belief brings l i fe, while unbelief brings

wrath.
2. The sinner who doesn't act is condemned

and under wrath for his inaction — unbelief.
3. The lost finds himself resisting the holy

demands of Jesus to be saved, and ends up
not believing Jesus — doubting Him, denying
Him, etc.

II. Things We Are Saved From

Matt. 16:24
1. We are saved from self, (ego) and i ts

control of our lives.
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2. Denial of self is similar to repentance.
3. We are delivered from self-centeredness,

self-love, self-image, self-control, . . .  SELF.

Matt. 18:11
1. We are saved from being LOST.
2. We were lost from God's usefulness, with a

lost life, facing a lost eternity.
3. We were without right understanding o f

our location and condition, without proper
direction, no t  knowing where we  came
from nor where we were going.

Mark 8:35
1. We are saved from a wasted life.
2. Most spend their lives trying to hold onto

life, only to lose it in the end.
3. We can surrender our life for Jesus and the

Gospel, a n d  then  en joy  i t  f o r  these
purposes.
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Luke 4:18
1. We are saved from Satan and his demons.
2. Isa. 14:17 — "...opened not the house of his

prisoners"
3. John 8:44—Satan is father of all the lost.
4. Eph. 2:2, 3 — Spirits control the lost.
5. I  John 3:8  — Works o f  the  devil a re

destroyed.

Luke 7:48-50
1. We are saved from sin
2. Matt. 1:21 — gives the reason He was

named "Jesus".
3. I  John 3:9 — We no longer live in sin.
4. Rom. 6:17, 18, 22 — We are freed from sin.

John 3:15-18
1. We are saved from condemnation.
2. The lost are already condemned.
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Acts 2:40
1. We are saved from this wicked generation.
2. "Untoward" means without direction, not

toward a  real o r  proper goal; perverse;
stubborn; without reason.

3. They are untoward (not headed toward)
holiness, virtue, heaven, worship of God,
obedience to the Scriptures, enjoying God's
promises and blessings.

Rom. 5:8, 9
1. We are saved from God's wrath.
2. This is accomplished by Jesus' blood.

II Thess. 2:9-12
1. We are saved from error.
2. They rejected the love of the truth.
3. Salvation brings us to the truth (I Tim. 2:4).

12



BIBLE DOCTRINE
Salvation

Heb. 2:15
1. We are saved from the fear of death.
2. The lost have much to fear.
3. We have no need to fear going to Jesus.

Heb. 4:9-11
1. We are saved from our own efforts.
2. They a re  traps, burdens, blocks f r om

coming to God.
3. By faith we can enter into true rest.

Ill. Salvation is Eternal
The believer i s  secure; preservation i s
shown by perseverance.

John 3:15, 16, 36
1. Our salvation involves receiving Life from

God.
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2. This Life is eternal, having neither beginning
nor end.

3. This Life is everlasting, never ending.
4. This Life by  definition is  God's Life and

permanent.

John 4:14
1. Christ's water leaves a permanent change, -

"never thirst".
2. The "never" thirsting again is emphasized

by the "everlasting" benefit of life.

John 5:24
1. The "everlasting life" is not a future to be

gained, but the present to be experienced —
"hath".

2. A  result of "everlasting life" is that we will
never come into condemnation.

3. Another result is that we have "passed" (by
resurrection power) "from death unto life".
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