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THE BIBLE AND BUSINESS
Lesson One

Christians are controlled by the world in our work, income,
opportunities, and freedoms to take a day off to serve
Jesus.

I Thess. 4:11 "STUDY... to do your OWN BUSINESS."
1. Each should see work as a personal responsibility —

"Work with your OWN hands".
2. Laboring is right
3. This is an area we are commanded to study.
4. N o t  having a  "position" o r  "job", bu t  actually

working.

II Thess. 3:10-12
1. Work  to eat

-  Trades taught t o  sons — Joseph t o  Jesus
Abraham — Isaac — Jacob — 12 sons — Israel 400
years later.

-  Biblical pattern — to each some land. By N.T.
some rich, some poor.
Consider history until the Industrial Revolution.

-  A n t i -Biblical practice o f :  r ich and peasants;
royalty and serfs; big business and employees;
labor unions and dues payers; Socialism and
Government-run industry: Communism and no
freedom.
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THE BIBLE AND BUSINESS

How long will we look to the World for jobs?
(Government; lost employers; big business;
international economy, etc.)
Opportunity to develop "your OWN business"
while working a 40 hr. week — 4 or 5 days!

Exodus 20:9
1. Six full days of work — no more, no less.
2. Time to start something on the side.
3. Prepare for a collapsed economy and/or

persecution with the loss of jobs.
4. Some are already self-employed ... press on!
5. Not for wealth but survival and the Kingdom.
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THE BIBLE AND BUSINESS
Lesson 2

Consider Solomon's advice in Ecclesiastes:

Eccl. 1:9, 10 Nothing is new — It has happened before
and will happen again. Will we ever learn?

1:2-8 Va n i t y  for men. Life goes on.

1:13-14 Solomon searches out life from man's
viewpoint.

2:4-11 Best  that man can produce is still empty.

2:20, 21 We eventually leave the business to
someone who didn't produce it.

4:6 B e t t e r  a little with quiet than much with
great pressures.

5:10, 11 Loving silver and increase is vanity.

5:12 Labo r i ng  man sleeps well.

11:1 O b e y  God's rules and reap God's blessing.
Understanding of God's ways is not needed.

4



THE BIBLE AND BUSINESS

Eccl. 11:4 Don't worry about up and down trends.
There will always be negative signs to bind
you up and hinder you.

9:10, 11 Work hard and long.

11:6 P e r h a p s  God will bless, but  a t  least you
sleep well, you know you tried, and you
stand honest before God and man.

12:12-14 Fear God and keep HIS commandments.
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THE BIBLE AND BUSINESS
Lesson 3

We need to work as God taught, not the world's way.

I Thess. 4:11 "Study to do your OWN business".
-  Work is needed, even if there is no need for the

money.
-  Six days of.work, not 40-hour weeks.
-  N o t  for health, greed, covetousness, but survival,

family, foundations, and the Kingdom.

Consider the Proverbs of Solomon:

Proverbs 1:10-15
1. Don't let sinners entice you into business schemes.
2. Don't destroy others by business.
3. Don't use "get rich" schemes.
4. Don't go into partnerships with the lost (II Cor.

6:14-18).

Proverbs 1:16-19
1. Avoid doing business with greedy people.
2. Avoid the obviously wicked.

Proverbs 3:1-4
1. Keep God's law in your business
2. Be truthful and show mercy. Be alert for these.
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3. Key to favor and understanding:
a. w i t h  God
b. w i t h  man

Proverbs 3:6
1. Acknowledge God in all your ways.
2. Le t  God direct your business paths. (HE is senior

partner and director.)

Proverbs 3:7
1. Realize your inabilities and weaknesses.
2. G o  with God's wisdom
3. I f  others think you are wise, (see #1).
4. The best men are, at best, only men.

Proverbs 3:13-15
1. Seek wisdom above wealth.

Proverbs 4:23
1. Heart is the source of motives.
2. Keep motives right.
3. Watch your heart and keep it right (diligently).

Proverbs 4:26
1. Watch and ponder direction you are going.
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2. Consider stability, goals, path, and evaluation
(5:21).

Proverbs 6:6-11
1. Contrast the ant and sluggard.
2. Prepare ahead.
3. Live below income while well and able.
4. Poverty is the result of a little extra sleep, slumber,

and ease beyond absolute necessity.
5. $1000 saved @ 10.4% @ age 20 = $2000 @ 27 =

$4000 @ 34 = $8000 @ 41 = $16,000 @ 48 =
$32,000 @ 55 = $64,000 @ 62 = $128,000 @ 69.

6. A  little is what makes the difference. $1000 saved
@ 10.4% at birth = $512,000 @ 63 or $1,024,000 @
70!

Proverbs 10:2, 3
1. How  you earn money is important.
2. God cares for the righteous.
3. God deals with the wicked.
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THE BIBLE AND BUSINESS
Lesson 4

Proverbs 10:4, 5
1. Slack vs. diligent.
2. Make above your needs while you can for when

you can't even make your needs.
3. Profits above immediate needs are expected of

God.

Proverbs 10:16
1. Spiritual condition o f  laborer shows i n  work

product — long range.

Proverbs 10:19
1. Too much talk in business leads into a trap of sin.
2. Talk only what is needed and proper.

Proverbs 10:22
1. God's blessing should be sought.
2. God can prosper — without sorrow.

Proverbs 10:26
1. Nature of employees affects boss.
2. Lazy, slow, non-producers are a disgrace.
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Proverbs 11:1
1, Keep weights and measurements right.
2. Give honest: quantities, hours, work, and effort.

Proverbs 11:14
1. Take advice.
2. Find good and many counselors.
3. Someday you can give counsel, but don't be hurt if

it is not followed.

Proverbs 11:16
1. I t  takes strength to  maintain wealth after i t  is

gotten.

Proverbs 11:24
1. Proper giving brings God's blessings.
2. Improper giving brings poverty.

Proverbs 11:26
1. Don' t  create shortages of necessities,
2. Distribute, — don't withhold.

Proverbs 11:28
1. Never trust your riches (possessions).
2. Righteous trust in Jesus.
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Proverbs 11:29
1. Fools need someone to employ them.
2. Fools can't make it as a boss.

Proverbs 11:30 — Winning Souls
1. Doesn't make wise
2. IS  wise
3. Who  is wiser than God?
4. Ou r  wisdom is to submit to His wisdom.
5. W e  are to be tools in seeing the lost saved.
6. See how God works thru saints to win souls to His

Kingdom!

11



THE BIBLE AND BUSINESS
Lesson 5

Proverbs 12:3
1. Issue of a business being established.
2. Wickedness leaves no foundation of trust — no

certainty of continuing.
3. Righteous dealings establish roots.

Proverbs 12:10
1. The righteous will care for their livestock; also

equipment and employees,
2. The wicked "at best" are still cruel.

Proverbs 12:11
1. Diligence in work will provide basics.
2. Running with "the crowd" shows ignorance.
3. Choice of friends and associates is essential.

Proverbs 12:22
1. Lord's abomination/delight — our choice.
2. Lies = abomination; truth = delight.

Proverbs 12:24
1. Diligent vs. slothful (prosperity or under taxes)

Proverbs 12:27
1. Diligent vs. slothful (value of what is in hand)
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Proverbs 13:4
1. Diligent vs. slothful (end results)

Proverbs 13:7
1. Self-made yet with nothing.
2. Self-abased ends up with results

$1 saved = $2 earned (Soc. Sec.; state and federal
income taxes, costs to earn it, etc.)
$1 saved @ 12% = $16 in 24 years ($32 earned).

3. God's promise and blessing.

Proverbs 13:8, 18
1. Help for poor is rebuke and instruction.
2. Rejection of rebuke and/or instruction = poverty

Proverbs 13:11
1. Means of gaining affects the end result.
2. Contrast vanity and labor.

Proverbs 13:20
1. Watch your associations.

Proverbs 14:1
1. Women can build or destroy their businesses.
2. Wives can affect their husband's business.
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