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I celebrated my 65th spiritual birthday

recently, as I was saved in October of 1950.

I first started ministering nearly 60 years ago.

It wasn't long after 1955 that I encountered

people questioning the accuracy of the King

James Bible. I  had heard a little about this

issue as I was growing up. I  was privileged

to hear men l ike Frank Gaebelein, Dr.

Zodiates, Dr. Bob Ketchum, Dr. Ironside,
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A.W. Pink and multitudes o f  others, a

number of which had been infected by the

Westcott and Hort virus. (That is evidenced

in their writings.) I  confess to you that as a

boy, when I  would hear read or preached

something different than what I had in my

Bible, it caused a bit of confusion. I t  didn't

register right in my soul. I  realize that such

is subjective, but I knew God had saved me

and His Word was true. An altered text was

like a sour note in the choir or a bad chord

on the piano. I t  didn't fit.
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I want to share with you some of the

texts that helped me, as a young boy, that

this old boy still believes. By the time I was a

teenager I was defending the King James

Bible. I  defended i t  based on its internal

voice that had spoken to me. Then I would

watch to see if others heard as I did. "The

natural man receiveth not the things of the

Spirit of God," because he is natural. (I Cor.

2:14) God said that. Whether my hearers

had ability to receive it or not was not my

difficulty, but, rather, it was theirs.
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Matthew 4:4 states, "But he answered

and said, 'It is written, Man shall not live by

bread alone, b u t  b y  every word t ha t

proceedeth ou t  o f  the mouth o f  God."

When I was saved in 1950 my boy's heart

knew He was God and that He was perfect. I

knew He was Truth. This is what Jesus said

about the Scriptures. "Man shall not live by

bread alone but by every word". Every word

— not just some of them.

The liberals used to use a phrase that

is foundational to the whole Westcott and

Hort crowd's position. They said the Bible
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CONTAINS the Word of God, but Jesus said,

"every word". Read your Bible. And read it

and read it and read it. I f  it isn't talking to

you the fourth or fifth time, read it 10 or 20

or 30 times. It doesn't take long to read your

Bible through. Normal reading speed would

be somewhere around 60 to 70 hours from

Genesis to Revelation.

Notice this — every word. Context is

important with a text or else you end up with

a pre-text. Question: W h o  was talking in

this verse? Who is the "He"? Jesus. Do you

think you can trust Jesus? YES! Then I think
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we are going to have to stand by the verse.

He said it. That ought to settle it. He is the

One that said what is contained in this verse

and made it so profound. To  whom was He

speaking? Satan. So we have Jesus saying,

"Man shall not live by bread alone but by

every word that proceedeth out  o f  the

mouth of God". And the devil has to hear it.

Do you think the devil liked what he heard?

Man was to not live by bread which was the

basis of the temptation, but rather "every

word that proceedeth out of the mouth of

God". Do you think the devil likes that truth?

No! He doesn't.
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Jesus is called the second Adam. The

first one, with Eve, had a conversation with

the devil in which they agreed that every

word w a s  n o t  t h a t  essential, a n d

substituting some words would be all right.

Absolute contrast. J e s u s  nails down

immediately the basis of a temptation for

food is to be determined by every word that

proceedeth out the mouth of God. Adam

and Eve didn't have that many words they

had to remember. They were loose with

those words and the devil helped them with

that. H e  still has people that want to be

loose and he continues to help them. B u t

7



here, Jesus comes back to the basics and He

drives a point home. J e s u s  was being

tempted. He responded to the temptation,

not with logic, or argument, or compromise,

but with Scripture. The first response on the

Scripture has to do with the nature of the

Scripture, and until you get that right you

can't deal with temptation properly. Jesus

started dealing with temptation with, "It is

written". He started with "Every word that

proceedeth out of the mouth of God". Those

that don't hold to these views are going to

fall into temptation and lead many others

with them. You don't have to look very far
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to see churches that have softened on the

Scriptures. Find out what has happened to

their moral level and virtue. This is where

Jesus started and we need to do the same.

The Bible issue is basic. You can't properly

deal w i t h  t h e  homosexuals, druggies,

alcoholics and other such until you get the

Bible issue right. T h e  devil started b y

undermining the Bible — "Yea, hath God

said?" Jesus told us that we are to live by

every word that He spoke. Adam didn't pass

the test and Eve failed i t  too. We  are still

suffering the results of compromise on the

Bible issue.
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We have seen who is speaking, and to

whom He is . We have seen that there is a

division between those who agree totally

with Jesus and those that are offended at

what Jesus said. They  want to soften it,

change it or weaken it. The devil showed

that that was his nature and plan from

Genesis throughout the Old Testament. You

not only have inspiration and preservation,

but you have corruption. Read Jeremiah and

other places. Today we have translations

based either o n  t he  preserved o r  the

corrupted texts. We  have Matt. 4:4 in the

Greek which is a quote that came from the
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Hebrew. I  think that would be translation,

wouldn't it? What is in the Old Testament

and quoted in the New Testament had to be

translated divinely. G o d  is interested in

translation. H e  didn't just leave i t  to us.

When we take i t  upon ourselves without

Him, we have lost the Senior Partner, the

Head, the Director, the Pattern and the

Helper in all this work. Matthew didn't have

to do it. God had i t  done for him. " I t  is

written". This is an issue that runs a little

deep, but it's simple enough that a child can

grasp it.
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Spiritual warfare, maturity, obedient

living — all are tied up in this basic verse.

Jesus taught us, "It is written". More than

fourteen hundred years had gone by since it

had been written, and He still had the same

text. I t  didn't get corrupted in the Old

Testament. I t  didn't get corrupted through

all the stages of the life of Israel, - captivity,

400 years of silence and all the attacks of the

devil and those that hated the Scriptures.

Jesus didn't say, "Well, we have a record that

it was written, but, truth be told, the original

writing has long been lost, and I want to get

it corrected." H e  believed in the absolute
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