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WHO IS A BIBLICAL CHRISTIAN?

The words in John 12:21, ". . .we would see Jesus. . ." ought to
be key words in our lives. We ought to get up in the moming desiring
to see something new, or maybe something old, or something
refreshing about Jesus. Before we go to bed at night, we ought to
check to find out whether we have put in a day without seeing Him. It
would be a wasted day if we hadn't seen Jesus, wouldn't it? After all,
we're preparing for an eternity with Him. We ought to desire to know
more and be more like Him--". . .we would see Jesus. . ."

I ask you to follow with me as I read Acts 11:19: "Now they
which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about
Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus and Antioch, preaching
the Word to none but unto the Jews only. And some of them were men
of Cyprus and Cyrene, which when they were come to Antioch, spake
unto the Grecians preaching the Lord Jesus." I can imagine how
difficult that would be. Up to that point, it had been to the Jews only.
They now decided they'd preach to somebody. of a different race,
different background, and different culture from their own. "And the
hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and
turned unto the Lord. Then tidings of these things came unto the ears
of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas,
that he should go as far as Antioch, who when he caxﬁe, and had seen
the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of
heart, they would cleave unto the Lord. For he was a good man and
full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was added to the
Lord. Then departed Bamabas to Tarsus for to seek Saul, and when he
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had found him he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that
a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught
much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.”
(Acts 11:21-26). I would like to center our thinking on that last phrase,
". . .the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch"--not in Judea,
not in Galilee, but in Antioch.

I want to speak tonight on the subject of who 1s a Biblical
Christian. By the way, that's the only kind there 1s. The world uses that
term very loosely. The chumh,' also, uses the term "Christian" very
lodsely. Not so much today, but when I was a boy, people used to
think they were Christians because they had been born and raised in a
Christian country, the United States. That showed the looseness of that
term. Perhaps the invasion of pagan religions into America
has solved that problem for us. We no longer see ourselves as an
exclusively Christian nation; and people can no longer assume they are
Christians just because they live here. That may be a side blessing of
the terrible blight we are fighting. If we can find anything to rejoice in,
we ought to. That might be a help.

There were also those who thought they were Christans
because they went to church. Now, I've been to car garages, but it
never made me a mechanic. I've been to grocery stores and I've been
to the kitchen, but it never made me a cook. I went to school, but that
didn't make me a scholar. The church doesn't make a person a
Christian. People assumed it did. Some of them assumed that if they
joined a church, that made them Christians. I think there are still some
people laboring under those false ideas today. I think there are a lot of
people who are assuming that if they made a decision, or if they said a
sinner's prayer, that made them Christians. Others assumed that if they
got dunked under water while somebody mumbled some words which
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they couldn't even hear, that made them Christians. As though some
kind of works or words or whatever is going to make them Christians!

We have lost sight of God's definition of a Christian. The term
is used so loosely and commonly that when you come to the Bible,
you'll find some surprising things. The word "Christian” occurs two
times in your Bible. And the word "Christians” occurs one time in the
Bible. So, we will do an exhaustive study tonight and look at those
three verses. Now that's not so bad, is it? If I had told you at the
beginning that we are going to study every text that mentions the word
"Christian" or "Christians", some of you would have cringed. That
shows how we assume there is something in there that is not there.

That reminds me of when I first started pastoring. I decided to
study some doctrines I had been hearing a lot about and see what the
Bible had to say. So, I looked up the word "rededication”. I wanted to
study that doctrine. I thought Strong must have missed some of the
words that were in the Bible because he didn't even have an entry under
that. I even checked the dictionary to make sure I was spelling it right.
So, then, I figured it must be under "reconsecration”. I couldn't find
that either. All I could find was "repent”. So I found out what the Bible
doctrine is. You know, you can get some strange ideas about what's in
the Bible by listening to people and by reading literature. But when
you come to the Bible, it's just not quite the way you expected. The
world uses the word "Christian" so freely and loosely, but God used it
sparingly because He wanted to carefully define it. By God's using it
three times, I think we can get a very clear idea of what God calls a
Christian. There are a lot of people who think they are Christians who
do not match up with what the Bible says is a Christian. This text that
we are looking at is the first use of the word in your Bible. Of course,

those of you who study know that the first use of a word is often a key
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as 1o how it's to be used in the rest of the Scriptures—how it's 1o be
understood.

I read very simply, ". . .the disciples were called Christians first
in Antioch." (Acts 11:26). That tells me that only those who were
disciples were entitled to the name "Christian". It reminds me of a
question that a man whom I greatly admired asked nearly a year ago in
a small little Bible study in a living room. He is old enough to be my
father. He's been a missionary for forty-five years. He asked, "Are all
Christians disciples?" Before anybody could get confused, I answered,
"Of course.” Because it was the disciples who were called "Christians”
first in Antioch. Somehow people have gotien the idea they can be a
Christian without being a disciple. That's not a foreign idea. You can
hear it on your radio. I don't have television, but they tell me that they
even state that sort of thing on television. I know it is in literature in the
religious book world. How to get Christians to become disciples is
commonly taught. What a contradiction of terms! God says that until
you are a disciple, you can't be a Christian.

I point out that it wasn't the Christians who called themselves
"Christians". It was the outsiders who named them "Christians”. They
took a look at them and saw something in their lives that made them so
different that they called them "Christians”. To them, the disciples were
like Christ. When they looked at the disciples, they felt that they were
looking at the image of Christ. To them, the disciples were lttle
Christs. The disciples gave them an idea (by watching them) of whom
they were talking about. And when they listened to them, they were
always talking about Jesus. So they said, "We'll call them 'Christians'."
And the name stuck. And God put it in the Bible. It's a good name.
The disciples were called Christans first in Antioch.

We have a lot of people who would like to think that they are



5]
Christians, but they are not interested in being disciples. Others would
like to think that they are disciples, but they have no idea what it takes
to be a disciple. The Bible clearly spells out what is required to be a
disciple. Jesus clearly taught what is required to be a disciple. You'll
have to meet the standards of Jesus to be a disciple before you have
any right to the name "Christian".

" . If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed
..." (John 8:31). They believed, but Jesus said that wasn't it. There
had been those in John 2 who had believed, but Jesus did not commit
Himself unto them because He knew all men. They had believed, but
they didn't have Jesus. Of course, the devils believe and they don't
have Him either. They just tremble. But we've got some who believe,
and even though they don't have Jesus, they don't have sense enough
to tremble. They've not received of the Word. They've not entered into
the Word. They've not looked at the Wofd. And they've not gotten
into the Word so they continue in the Word. We've got a generation
that has "tried Jesus". After all, that's what they were told to do: "Try
Jesus". You don't "try Jesus". You surrender to Him and let Him take
over. He's the Savior. He's the Lord. He's the Ruler. He's going to be
everything. And He says that if you're going to even qualify as a
disciple, you get committed to His Word, you get in His Word, and you
stick with His Word and continue in His Word. If you run off into
something else, that will show that you are not His.

Paul wrote to the church at Corinth in I Corinthians 11:19 that it
is necessary that there be heresies so that they which are approved may
be revealed. There has to be something to chase after to show that they
weren't real. It's a winnowing-out prdcess. The first thing Jesus said
that you need to do if you want to be a disciple of His, is to get in His
Word and stick with it. We have a generation that started with the Book
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but have gone running after other books and any perversion of the
Book, or they have just lossed the Book out and gone religious, or they
have just forgonen about God. They say that they made a decision at
some time, and they believe they are going 10 heaven. Well, they've
got their decision, but they don't have Jesus. They've got their sinner's
prayes, but they don't have Jesus. T want you to know that it takes
Jesus to get into heaven. He said, "No man cometh 1o the Father but by
me.” He didn't say by your decision or by your prayer. I'm talking
about what is a Christian? He said that you have to bend 10 be His
disciple, and that you bave to continue in His Word.

The second thing He says about being z disciple is in John
13:35. He is speaking 10 those whom He has. Judas is now gone. He
says, "By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have
love one 10 another.” If you want 1o be a disciple so you can be called
a Christian, continue in the Word and love others who belong 10 Jesus.
If you can't see something in them of Jesus, maybe you don't love the
Jesus who is in them. You say there is something else besides Jesus in
some of them. Well, that's why God allowed mirrors to be invented. In
I John 4 and 5, this whole issue is raised. There is the likeness of
Chrst. God's conforming all of His children mto the image of Jesus.
That will give you something 1o love, That doesn't mean you have 10
agree with what is wrong there, but you can love the part there that is
like Jesus. There will be a love one for another. Today, in some
modem perversion that has slipped into fundamental circles, you would
think that the verse reads, "They shall know that you are my disciples
by how you fight one another.” Perhaps there is a perversion that says
that. Jt wouldn't surprise me considering how much they bave changed
other parts of the Bible. This is 2 mark of the disciple. They love the
Savior; and they love the Savior in the Savior's people. They have a
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love one for another. After all, we're going to live with each other.

I remember a dreadful thought that crossed my mind years ago:
What would happen if God had assigned seating at the marriage supper
of the Lamb, and He'd put certain people next to me or across the table.
I must have always assumed that they would be stuck off in another
room, and that we wouldn't bump into each other until we'd gotten so
far down the road that we'd forgotien a few thmgs I'm not saying that
God is going to do that. I'm just saying that I had that thought cross my
mind. What would happen if God did do that. That will make you
want to find something of Jesus in some of them to love ahead of time.
You think about it. It'll make it a whole lot easier to be there when we
get there. Maybe that's why the tears aren't wiped away until after the
judgment seat of Christ, the marriage supper of the Lamb, being in
heaven during the tribulation, coming down to the Battle of
Armageddon, ruling and reigning for a thousand years on the face of
the earth, and going through the Great White Throne Judgment. Not
until then does He wipe away our tears. Maybe some of us hadn't been
all the disciple we should have been while we were here on this side.

I find a third mark of a disciple in John 15:8: "Herein is my
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.” If
you're Jesus' disciples, you'll continue in God's precious Word; you'll
love one another; and you'll bear fruit. Of course, those of you who are
familiar with this passage know that it has to do with Christ being the
vine, we being the branches. We're to bear fruit. Then, it says we are
to bear more fruit. Then, it says we are to bear much fruit. Those who
bear much fruit are those who qualify to be His disciples. And only the
disciples are called "Christians". How's the fruitfulness in your life?
Not what you've done, but what the vine has produced through you as
a branch that reveals the nature of the vine, the goodness of the vine,
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and the sweetness of the vine. When people look at you, do they have
to say: "Well, we would see Jesus." Or do they say: "I'm seeing
something of the frultfulness of Jesus--a Christian."

There was a rissionary é;)Who labored long and hard m China
translating the Scriptures into a dialect or one of the Chinese languages.
He worked with a Confucius scholar. He was brilliant in the language.
He tried to get the language just Tight to explain these truths. He'd
explain just what the text means. He'd work it out and try to get 1t as
faithful and night as possible. The Confucius scholar would give him
advice from time to time.. The missionary had been praying: "How
will I witness to this scholar?" After the completion of the New
Testament, he said to the man: "You have helped me go through the
whole New Testament. I've explained what it teaches as best I could to
you. Wouldn't you like to become a Christian?" The Confucius scholar
said: "Yes, I beheve I would if I could ever meet one." And the
missionary was broke@ He realized that he had thought being a
Christian was academic,_‘ intellectual, and religious; but he had never
- Iived 1t practically before this man. What I am trying to say to you is
that continuing in the Word, and the love one for another, and the
producing of much fruit qualifies a person to be a disciplé so that he
can be called a Chnstian. :

We're talking about some practical things, aren't we? You say:
"Is that how you get to be a Christian?" No, no, no! A thousand times
no! You get 1o become a Christian because God instantaneously
converts you from a sinner to a sdint. But anybody can say: "I'm a
sinner who has been converted to a saint." The proof is in the pudding.

It shows in the life. There were those who believed and those who said -
they believed.. Jesus said that you'll be His disciples if you continue in
His Word. That will show there has been a real work, a thorough work,



and a deep work.

I'm not worried about continuing m God's Word next week.
Does that bother you? Are you worried that you are going to quit
following God and His Word next week? I mean, has God done so
little in you that you've no desire and change? It's a settled issue. Of
course, you'll continue in His Word. Of course, you want to love the
brethren. Of coﬁrse, you want to be bearing fruit. You're not doing
that to be saved. That is the desire of your heart. It has become natural
to you. You're tied into the vine and you're a branch, and that's what
happens. It's what life is all about.. I'm not denying an instantaneous
conversion. We're trying to define whether a conversion occurred at
that instant or not. A disciple is called a "Christian”.

The second use of the word is found in Acts 26. Many of you
could have named the text at the beginning. Perhaps -you‘ve meditated
on it: but we need to refresh our minds from time to time on this matter
of disciple. By the way, the word "discipleship” is not found in the
Bible. Boy, that was a surprise to me. You probably knew it, but it was
a surprise to me. I looked up the word "discipling”. Ihad lots of paper
ready to take notes, but discovered it is not in the Bible. So I looked to
find out about those who had been "discipled". But that word is not m
the Bible either. That will wreck a whole lot of programs today, won't
it? I looked up "disciple” and "disciples” and found them constantly
mentioned in the Gospels and, perhaps, thirty times in the Book of
Acts. But, I believe thelast mention of that word is along about Acts
21. It is never mentioned again in all the rest of the New Testament.
The emphasis after fhat is on being saints. Strange how people grasp
backwards to try to cover up lack of reality in the present tense. -

I remember when Brother Duncan Campbell was preaching in
the United States near the end of his life. He said he was asked what
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kind of follow-up program they used for Christians and revival in the
Hebrides Islands. He said they used the program from the Gospel of
John 10. They told him they had not heard of that one and asked him
what it was. He said, "And when he leadeth forth his own sheep, he-
goeth before them, and the sheep follow him; for they know his voice."
(John 10:4). He said, "We don't have to follow them. They follow
Christ. And if they don't follow Christ, they never, never become
anybody who needs following up on. They just need to get converted."

See, we are trying to disciple people who never got converted.
You can't get them to love one another. You can't get them to continue
in the Word. You can't get them to produce the right fruit. We've been
trying to call them Christians and trying to disciple them; and we get all
worn out because we have the whole thing backwards. We need to get
back to Bible definitions. You see, He gives eternal life to those who
follow Him, and they follow Him because they are now sheep. It's their
nature to follow Jesus. His sheep hear His voice. He knows them and
they follow Him. He said in John 10:28, "I give unto them eternal life,
and they shall never perish. . ." We like to jump into the middle of that
sentence; and we get all confused. You say: "Don't you believe in
instructing the new converts?" Yes! I believe in instructing the old
ones, t00. I believe in getting instruction myself. I believe in feeding
on the Word of God. But I believe there's something that happens in a
person when he gets converted which takes him from darkness mto
light. He comes from the kingdom of the Devil into the kingdom of
God. He gets washed from his sins by the blood. He becomes a new
creature in Christ Jesus. Old things are passed away and all things are
become new. We're just trying to define it Biblically here.

Let's look at Acts 26:28: "Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost
thou persuadest me to be a Christian.” It's the second use of the word
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"Christian." He is saying: "I may be a king. I know much about the
background of the Old Testament and the customs of the Jewish
people. I understand these things.” Paul had already told him this. He
said, "I know what it is you are preaching and teaching." You can read
the passage here. He said, "I've heard it. I've listened to it, but I am not
a Christian. I'm almost persuaded, but I'm not a Christian yet." Almost
persuaded, but almost is not "in" yet. You say, "Well, that poor, pagan
Agrippa.” Look what Paul said in verse 27: "King Agrippa believest
thou the prophets? I know that thou believest." Agrippa was a Bible
believer who said, "Though I may believe the prophets, I am not yet
ready to be a Christian.”

We have a generation today who say they are Christians, but
don't believe their Bibles. We talk about Bible-believing Christians as
though there are two kinds. Here is a Bible-believer who is not a
Christian by his own confession. He believes the facts of it, but he has
not believed in the sense that he has rested his soul in the One whom
the Bible tells about. Remember what Jesus said in John 5:39: "Search
the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life and they are
they which testify of me." Some people believe what the Bible says but
they have not trusted in the One the Bible speaks about. That's
Agrippa. He believes the prophets. He believes the prophecies. He
probably was a pre-millennialist. He might have been even closer to us
than that. He believed what the prophets said. He had no question
about it. But he said, "I am not a Christian. I believe the Bible, but I'm
not a Christian. That's God's record there.

But we have a different definition today, don't we? We have
softened that thing down so far it's pitiful. People believe much of the
Bible, but not all of it. Yet they think they are Christians.
How are they ever going to continue in the Word if they don't believe 1t
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and are not committed to it?

Paul said, ". . .I know that thou believest." King Agrippa
replied, "Almost, but I'm not a Christian. Jesus is not mine; I'm not
Christ's. He has not changed me. I'm not willing to be under His
domination and control, but I accept what the Book says." There will
be people going to hell like that. We don't know that Agrippa ever got
converted. We don't know that he ever became a Christian; but in most
churches he would be considered to be in pretty good shape, wouldn't
he? We have a lot of people who are not disciples and who are not
Bible believers. But we'll accept them as Christians anyhow.

Paul goes on and answers what Agrippa has said, ". . .I would
to God that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both
almost, and altogether such as I am, except these bonds.” (Acts 26:29).
In other words, Paul was saying, "You need to be more than almost a
Christian. You need to be altogether like I am." I remind you that
according to I Timothy 1:16 the apostle Paul is God's ". . .pattern to
them which should bhereafter believe on him to life everlasting." I'm
quoting. We have a lot of examples of what it means, but God said
Paul is the example. And Paul said that he is the example; that God
made him the pattern. And Paul told Agrippa he wished Agrippa and
all who heard him were like he (Paul) was.

God didn't pick Judas as the pattern of what it means to be
saved or a Christian. There are a lot of people who would like to live
up to Judas' pattern—at least up until the end of his life. God didn't pick
Thomas as the pattern. He could have. That would have made a lot of
people very happy because they have a lot of doubts. They like to
think that is normal and just fits the pattern of being a Christian. God
didn't pick Peter as the pattern. He was first hot, then cold. He denied
the Lord, then wept. People would like to think that the goal of becom-
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ing a Christian is to become like a Peter--feisty at imes and running at
other imes. But that is not the pattern. That may be off on the fringe,
but that's not the pattern. God didn't pick Demas, who would run well
with some of God's men but then would forsake it all, having loved this
present world. But there are a lot of people who would make you think
that Demas is the pattern of the Christian life. They say, "Well, I'm just
like Demas.” Well, that can be a rather frightening position to be in.
That is not the pattern and it may well be that Demas was never
converted. Some would say, "Well, I'm like John Mark." Mark
stumbled, tried, did things on h15 own, ran off with an uncle on a trip. I
know that by the end of Paul's life, Paul said that Mark was of help to
him in the ministry. But Mark is not the type or example or pattern.
Bamabas wasn't. You go on through. God picked Paul.

We would like to think that Paul got a double dose of
conversion. We only got single doses. We would like to think that he
is in a different class than any of the rest of us could ever live in. God
says, "No, that's the pattern. That's what happens when I save a
sinner." We would like to set the standard so low that a lot of what
comes down the line that God would inspect and reject is going to pass
our inspectors. But He'll reject it in the end and say, "...I never knew
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity." (Matt. 7:23) That's a
frightening thing, isn't it? They say, "But I was a Christian. Look what
I did. Look who I knew. Look what I said. Look where I stood. Jesus
will say, "I never knew you. You weren't tied to Me." We're talking
about who is a Biblical Christian by the Bible definition.

I take you to the third passage now in I Peter 4. We;re finding
out what God defines as a Christian. We need to be careful about using
God's terms with our definitions. We'll misunderstand the Bible when
we do that. Use God's terms with God's definitions, and you'll under-
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stand what He has to say. You see this is why people can be tolerated
as Christians in churches when their lives are such a mess, and their
doctrine is such a mess. There's nothing like Christ about them, but
they're good Christians. They're sincere Christians. At least, they're
Christians. God doesn't know them, but we sure do. I Peter 4:16, ". . .if
any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him
glorify God on this behalf." True Christians suffer. That goes against
this happy health-and-wealth gospel we've got. You see, that's not a
real gospel, and it doesn't produce real Christians. Real Christians are
going to suffer. The Bible says, ". . .all that will live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution.”" (I Timothy 3:12). That's what the
Bible says. You don't have to read far in the Bible to find that Satan
will make a Christian suffer because He hates Jesus. The only way he
can get at Jesus is through a Chrstian. True Chrstians will suffer.
Satan and his demons will attack your mind. He'll attack your
emotions. He will attack your thought life. And we could go on and
on.

Let me ask you: How much suffering have you had from the
supernatural realm—-not because you are wrong, but because you are a
Christian? The world will see that you suffer if you are a Christian.
The world loves its own. But Jesus said, "If the world hate you, ye
know that it hated me before it hated you." They'll see that you suffer if
your're a real Christian. If you've really been saved, the world will see
to it that you will suffer. The devil is not going to miss who you are;
and the world is not going to miss who you are. How much suffering
has the world been pouring on you. How much persecution, how much
rejection, how much trouble has the world given you? "...If any man
love the world, the love of the Father is not in him." (I John 2:15).

That's pretty stout. Then, there are those whom I call the
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Ishmaelites. You read about them in Galatians. They try to mix God
and the world because they are like those who came from Abraham and
Hagar. They reproduce faster. Ishmael had twelve sons to Isaac’s two.
They do better financially. All of Ishmael's sons became dukes, but
& Jacob was a wanderer. And Esau had his struggles. You can go on
and on. They are the religious "halfwayers” because they had a
halfway experience but are not truly under the covenant or in the faith,
not really saved people. As Ishmael fought against Isaac, and as the
Arabs have always hated the Jews, so these people who seem to come
from something right but have mixed in that of the world with their
profession, have always despised and persecuted God's people. That's
what it says in the book of Galatians.

So you're going to suffer if you're a Christian. You'll suffer
from the supernatural. You'll suffer from the world; and you'll suffer
from the religious crowd. That's all right. You're a disciple. You're
fully committed. You're like Paul—-you're becoming conformed to the
" image of the Lord Jesus Christ. And when it comes time for you 1o
suffer, you're not to be ashamed but rather to rejoice. This adds to your
reward in heaven. You're to glorify God that you get to suffer. That's
what the Bible says, ". . .glorify God on this behalf." (I Peter 4:16).
You get to suffer as a Christian. This is wonderful. Now, if you never
were saved, you won't think it's so wonderful. If you are saved, you
might struggle with it sometimes. That's why this had to be written to
help you out. But you'll be able to. You'll begin to understand it one
day. '

He goes on, "For the time is come that judgment must begin at
the house of God. . ." (I Peter 4:17). God always starts with His people.
That's the whole theme of the book of Habakkuk. God said, "'l deal
" with mine: then Tl get the Babylonians." Peter goes on to say in that
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same verse, ". . .if it first begins at us, what shall be tbé end of them that
obey not the gospel of Christ?" Most people see the gospel as an
explanation to get a decision. I'm here to tell you that the people who
have never seen the gospel as something to be obeyed, entered into,
practiced and bowed before are going to get theirs after God gets done
with His people; because they are not God's people. You read in the
book of Galatians that there is an obedience factor in the gospel. You'll
find it in I Corinthians 15, also. We have left that obedience factor out,
but God has it in. That helps draw the line.

Peter goes on to say, ". . .if the righteous scarcely be saved,
where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?” Some people think
that the righteous have it easy, and the rest of us are going to sneak in
the back door. No! It took an act of God to get us there, and He had to
act in such a way that He could still judge sin, stay holy, and be just
while justifying the sinner. If the righteous are scarcely saved after all
that, what hope is there for those who won't have Jesus, won't obey the
gospel, won't submit and have the righteousness of God as their
righteousness? They want to produce their own self-righteousness,
which God calls a bunch of filthy rags. Where shall they appear?
They'll appear before the Great White Throne to be thrown into the lake
of fire. Read about it. It's a sad thing. You see, there are real
Christians. Some of you have wondered why what happened to you
when you got saved didn't happen to others. You wonder how these
others are getting saved so different from the way you did. God doesn't
have two kinds of salvation. He has only one. It produces real
Christians. The others are claiming the name. They're like those seven
harlots in the book of Isaiah. They lay hold on one man and say, "We'll
have our own food. We'll have our own clothing. But give us your

name to take away our shame."” In other words, "We have our own doc-
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tmne, and our own righteousness, but we need the name of Christ so
that we'll not be embarrassed before the world. We want to be called
Christians even though we're gomg our own way."

God said, "T'll well you who are Chrisuans. And I won't make it
so hard. Tll put it in there just three times: and I'll spell it out simply in
the context. Then you can know who is really a Christan and who is
<

That's the burden of my heart for tonight We are not a
Christian country. Most of our churches are not full of Christians.
Some may not have any real Chnistans i them at all.
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